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PROPOSING A NEW MINOR 

PROPOSER’S NAME (print):  _______________________________ Signature: ______________________________________ 

SCHOOL/COLLEGE: � Business � Fine & Performing Arts � Science & Engineering
� Education � Liberal Arts & Sciences � Interdisciplinary

DEPARTMENT/PROGRAM: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

TO PROPOSE A NEW MINOR: Respond below or attach a narrative that addresses the following items. 

x DESCRIBE the proposed new minor. EXPLAIN why the program is needed and how students will benefit from it.

x How does the new minor relate to the overall curricular goals and learning outcomes of the proposing
department(s)/ program(s)?

x LIST the minor’s Student Learning Outcomes.

x RESOURCES: Provide assurance that sufficient resources (faculty, budgetary, facility) are available to support the

new minor.

 
x Describe plans for evaluating the success of the new minor. (SEIs alone do not constitute an assessment plan.)

x CATALOG DESCRIPTION: You may wish to include a narrative description of the new minor to accompany the plan
of study in the Undergraduate Catalog (http://www.newpaltz.edu/ugc/programs.html). If so, please provide one.

 
x PLAN OF STUDY: Please provide the proposed new minor plan.

 

x If the new minor includes any new or revised courses, please append them to this proposal, or submit them for
review separately. All course additions or changes must be approved before the program proposal can be
considered. 

Course Recording: 

Records & Registration – Banner (signature): _______________________________________________  Date entered: _____________________ 

Records & Registration – Degree Works (signature): _________________________________________   Date entered: _____________________ 

For Provost’s Office Use 

Effective Term:  FALL ________ 

Akira Shimada

Asian Studies

Critical thinking:  demonstrate an integrated, balanced understanding of the Asian Americans communities in the humanities/arts and the social sciences; 
Information literacy:  conduct research on Asian Americans and exhibit a familiarity and comfort with various data sources on the community; 
Illustrate skills in one or more disciplinary approaches to the study of Asian Americans. 
Acquire substantive knowledge on Asian Americans. 

We will conduct regular assessment about one of the SLOs of the minor by evaluating class assignments of ASN 300 (Asian Americans) 
or GEO 31� (Place, Identity & Belonging in Asian America).  

The interdisciplinary minor in Asian American studies provides students with the opportunity to study Asian American history, culture, and society 
from the perspective of different disciplines, including history, literature, sociology, cultural geography, and media studies. 

The proposed minor, called Asian American Studies, offer courses on the culture, history and current social issues of Asian American communities 
in the US. The minor will be a good complement to the Asian Studies Program which is an area studies program focusing on Asia. The minor will provide 
students with opportunities to learn about this important community in the US and will increase the students's awareness about Asian-American culture. 

The minor is realted to our program's SLO 4 (Illustrate skills in one or more disciplinary approaches to the study of Asia) and SLO 5 (Acquire  
substantive knowledge on Asia), because it will add a new approach and perspective to understand the impact of Asian culture outside Asia.

More than ten faculty members in six deparWments agreed to teach courses for the minor. &KDLUV�RI�WKH�UHODWHG�GHSDUWPHQWV�DJUHHG�WR�VXSSRUW�
the courses��SOHDVH�VHH�WKH�DWWDFKPeQtV�DQG�HPDLOV���

Please see the attachment.

The existing course JPN 320 will be renamed ASN 300 as part of the new minor.  One new course, GEO����3lace��,GeQtity�aQG�
%elRQJiQJ�iQ�$ViaQ�$Perica Zill�alVR�cRQt�IRr�tKiV�PiQRr�RQce�it�iV�aSSrRYeG�

http://www.newpaltz.edu/ugc/programs.html


[Attachment] 

Minor in Asian American Studies - 15 credits 

The minor provides students with the opportunity to study Asian American history, 
culture, and society from the perspective of different disciplines, including history, 
literature, sociology, cultural geography, and media studies.  

Students minoring in Asian American Studies must receive no less than C- in any 
course used to satisfy the minor requirements.  

Required Foundation course.........................................3 credits 
o ASN 300 Asian Americans  (Clerici) (1/year)

Or
o GEO 318 Place, Identity & Belonging in Asian America (Rock) (1/year)

Elective courses on Asian Americans............................12 credits 

Four courses on the Asian American literature, culture, history, and society from at 
least two different disciplines. Students may take an intermediate-level Japanese or 
Chinese course (JPN/CHI 201 or 202) as one of the four elective courses.   

List of elective courses 

o JPN 201 Intermediate Japanese  (Clerici) (1/year)
o JPN 202 Intermediate Japanese  (Clerici) (1/year)
o CHI 201 Intermediate Chinese  (Lu) (1/year)
o CHI 202 Intermediate Chinese  (Lu) (1/year)
o ASN 300 Asian Americans  (Clerici) (1/year)
o DMJ 310 Media and Diversity (Kim) (1/year)
o ENG 400 Asian American Literature  (Fenkl and others) (1/two years)
o GEO 318 Place, Identity & Belonging in Asian America (Rock) (1/

year)
o HIS 302 Immigration in US History  (Bernstein) (1/year)
o HIS 382  American Nationalism  (Scott-Childress) (1/two years)
o SOC 381 Immigration and Identity (Bose) (1/year)
o SOC 315 Race and Ethnicity (Roschelle) (1/two years)
o SOC 362 Race, Class, and Gender (Roschelle) (1/two years)



List of the Departments and Programs that agreed to offer courses for the 
minor (Please see the confirmation emails. Further references about the 
courses from the chairs and directors will be available on request)  

x Asian Studies (Program Director: Akira Shimada) 
x Digital Media and Journalism (Chair: Gregory Bray) 
x English (Chair: Vicki Tromanhauser) 
x Geography (Chair: Salvatore Engel-Di Mauro) 
x History (Chair: Hamilton Staple) 
x Language, Literature and Culture (Chair: Isidoro Janeiro) 
x Sociology (Chair: Anne Roschelle) 














